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Who Where from Where to What area
Ana María Gutiérrez Uría Menéndez Garayar Abogados Litigation and ADR

Francisco Javier Silván Rodríguez Ernst & Young Ontier Corporate, M&A

Guillermo Medina Ors Ence GTA Villamagna Corporate, Regulatory and Finance

Javier Triviño Cuatrecasas, Gonçalves Pereira Rousaud Costas Duran Tax

Juan Hormaechea Ashurt Allen & Overy Banking and Finance

Juan Rodríguez-Loras KPMG Rousaud Costas Duan Tax

Luis Jiménez-Díaz Egoscozabal Gómez-Acebo & Pombo Jones Day Real Estate

Luis Miguel Martín Rubio Ernst & Young Ontier Litigation

Manuel de Almeida Ribeiro Grupo Galp Energia SRS Advogados Arbitration, Energy, International Law

Márcio Ery de Fátima Ricardo Municipal Company of Road Transport, Maputo, 
Mozambique SRS Advogados Projects, Mozambique Desk 

Pascual Sala Constitutional Court Roca Junyent Litigation

Ramón Mesonero Romanos Mesonero Romanos Abogados Ceca Magán IT, E-commerce and Start Ups 

Senior level promotions
Law firm Who

Clifford Chance Rodrigo Uría, partner

Cuatrecasas, Gonçalves Pereira Frederico Pereira Coutinho, director - Portugal and Filipe Avides Moreira, deputy director - Porto office

FCB&A João Mayoral Robles and João Couceiro, partners

Garrigues João Miranda de Sousa, managing partner - Portugal

King & Wood Mallesons Pablo Díaz Gridilla, partner

Miranda Diogo Xavier da Cunha, managing partner

Ontier Cristina Camarero Espinosa, partner

PLMJ Luís Pais Antunes, managing partner

Rousaud Costas Duan Iñaki Frías, partner

SRS Advogados Ana Méneres, Carla Neves Matias, Ivone Rocha and João Maricoto Monteiro, partners

On the move

Six Miranda partners reject approaches 
from global firm to join VdA
Departing Miranda lawyers were 
much sought after for their African 
oil and gas expertise 

The six partners who led a 24-
strong team of lawyers that quit 
Miranda are understood to have 
dismissed approaches from at least 
one global firm before deciding to 
join Lisbon firm Vieira de Almeida 
(VdA).

It is believed that at least 
some, if not all, of the six partners 
making the move – namely former 
Miranda managing partner Rui 
Amendoeira, as well as João 
Fialho, Rui Andrade, Paulo 
Costa, Raúl Cerveira, and Samuel 
Almeida – held discussions with 
at least one leading international 
firm, prior to confirming their 
departures to VdA.

The team’s experience 
advising oil and gas sector 
clients in Lusophone Africa 
and Francophone Africa made 

them highly sought after among 
potential suitors.

The identity of the global firm 
that approached members of the 
team has not been confirmed. 

A number of market sources 
said earlier this year that Baker 
& McKenzie had held talks with 
a number of partners at firms in 
Lisbon with a view to potentially 
opening a Lisbon office. It is not 
known whether the six Miranda 
partners joining VdA were among 
those that held discussions with 
Baker & McKenzie.

João Vieira de Almeida, VdA 
managing partner, said the 
integration of the team, which 
also includes of counsel Mathieu 
Le Roux, would “extend our 
network to new geographies 
and our services to new business 
sectors, boosting significantly 
our international footprint with 
a focus on the Lusophone and 
Francophone African countries”.

Amendoeira, who will join 
VdA’s board, said the focus on 
internationalisation was essential 
to strengthening the firm’s position 
in the market: “We are very 
pleased to join VdA, whose clear 
strategy, values and culture we are 

very proud to share”, he said.
Amendoeira was managing 

partner of Miranda from 2006 
until 2014. Miranda has confirmed 
that its new managing partner is 
Diogo Xavier da Cunha.

Rui Amendoeira


